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Arroyo Seco Fight 


The Arroyo Seco Fight was a clash between militia and Rangers of the Republic of Texas and a large 
Comanche war party traveling with Chief Essowakkenny, which took place on the Seco Creek in Medina 
County, Texas, on August 10, 1838. 


Background 


On December 28, 1837, Henry Wax Karnes was authorized to raise eight companies of Texas Rangers to 
patrol and defend the frontier of Texas.l?] On August 10, 1837, Karnes and his men camped on Seco 
Creek. Members of the patrol included Jack Hays and Benjamin F. Cage. 


Battle 


While encamped on the Seco Creek resting their horses, the unit was suddenly attacked by about 200 
Comanches on horseback. Karnes alerted his men to take cover in the ravine, using the thick brush for 
cover. While outnumbered about 10:1, the Texans held their ground and fired in alternate sequences with 
around seven men shooting at a time. This method would give some time to reload as others fired. The 
Comanches fought fiercely, fighting and regrouping, unleashing three separate attacks. Hays singled out the 
chief and eliminated the threat. Arrows flew in barrages until 20 Comanches lay dead on the ground, with 
as many wounded. The Comanches then gathered their wounded and returned to their village. 


Although an overwhelming victory for the Texans, Karnes, who had been directing the battle from a bluff, 
was wounded, and several the Rangers' horses were shot dead. 


Notes 


1. Telegraph and Texas Register, Vol. 4, Saturday, September 1, 1838 (http://texashistory.unt.e 
du/ark:/67531/metapth48008/m1/2/?q=karnes%20wounded) 

2. Thomas W. Cutrer, "KARNES, HENRY WAX," Handbook of Texas Online [1] (http:/Avww.tsh 
aonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fka02), accessed October 08, 2011. Published by the 
Texas State Historical Association. 


3. Moore (2006), p. 19. 


References 


= Moore, Stephen L. (2006), Savage Frontier: Rangers, Riflemen, and Indian Wars in Texas, 
Volume II, 1838-1839, Denton, TX: University of North Texas Press, ISBN 1-57441-206-X 


= Account of Karnes fight on the Arroyo Seco (http://texashistory.unt.edu/widgets/pager.php?o 
bject_id=meta-pth-6 725&recno=58&path=/data/UNT/Books/meta-pth-6725.tkl) from Indian 
Wars and Pioneers of Texas (https:/web.archive.org/web/2006032600484 7/http :/Mexashistor 
y.unt.edu/permalink/meta-pth-6725) by John Henry Brown published 1880, hosted by The 
Portal to Texas History (http://texashistory.unt.edu/) 


= Contemporary newspaper account, Telegraph and Texas Register, Vol. 4, Saturday, 
September 1, 1838, [2] (http://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth48008/m1/2/?q=karne 
s%20wounded) hosted by The Portal to Texas History (http://texashistory.unt.edu/) 


Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia. org/w/index. php?title=Arroyo_Seco_Fight&oldid=1145909082" 


